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Day 1, 14" April 2026, Tuesday

e Exchange with MEP Nikolina Brnjac, (CRO, Committee on Transport & Tourism)

The discussion with MEP Nikolina Brnjac provided valuable insight into current EU policy
developments and their implications for cities.

Key topics included the revision of the TEN-T network, the role of Sustainable Urban
Mobility Plans (SUMPs), the Social Climate Fund, and the upcoming Multiannual
Financial Framework.

The discussion highlighted that sustainable mobility is not only a local issue, but a
broader European challenge requiring coordinated action across governance levels.

A strong emphasis was placed on the need for a systemic and integrated approach.
Mobility policies must go beyond infrastructure and electrification and be complemented
by active mobility and multimodal solutions. In particular, peri-urban areas were
identified as facing the greatest transport inequalities, with car dependency still
dominating commuting patterns.

The ongoing revision of the TEN-T regulation was highlighted as a key opportunity. Urban
nodes are expected to play a stronger role, including the adoption and implementation of
SUMPs, as well as the development of multimodal hubs and improved first and last mile
connections by 2030. These priorities are also expected to shape future EU funding
streams.

At the same time, several structural challenges were identified. Suburban commuting
remains difficult to address, as cars are often still the fastest and most convenient option.
Digitalisation offers potential for improving multimodality, but its implementation
remains complexin practice.

The discussion also pointed to persistent gaps in governance and planning. Mobility is
still too often planned separately from housing and spatial development, while SUMPs
frequently remain limited to administrative boundaries and do not reflect functional
urban areas. Public procurement and limited administrative capacity were also identified
as barriers to implementation.

Finally, it was emphasised that the future of sustainable mobility in Europe will largely
be shaped at the city level. Strengthening the role of cities, improving coordination
across governance levels, and ensuring active participation of citizens will be essential
for achieving meaningful progress.


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/204129/NIKOLINA_BRNJAC/home

e Walking tour of Brussels, Thomas Deweer, Fietsersbond

Tour: Boulevard Anspach, School Street Riche Clair, Circulation plan, Air pollution,
The Molenbeek — Brussels Canal, Sainctelette, Becokaai — Tour & Taxis

On an expert-led walking tour of Brussels, Thomas Deweer from Fietsersbond presented
concrete spatial transformations, from reducing car traffic in the city centre, introducing low-
traffic zones and school streets, to reallocating public space in favour of pedestrians and
cyclists. These interventions clearly demonstrated how mobility changes directly contribute to
improved quality of life and public space in Brussels.



https://www.linkedin.com/in/thomas-deweer-9a0566247/
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Day 2, 15" April 2026, Wednesday

e Exchange with MEPs
o Martin Hojsik (SK; Vice-president of the European Parliament; Committee
on the Environment, Climate and Food Safety)
o Ludék Niedermayer (CZ; Committee on Transport and Tourism)

The discussion with MEPs Ludék Niedermayer and Martin Hojsik focused on the impact
of EU climate and mobility policies on cities, highlighting both opportunities and
structural challenges. A key point was the principle of subsidiarity, which places
significant responsibility on cities forimplementation, often without sufficient support
from national governments. In some cases, national authorities fail to meet climate
targets, effectively shifting the burden onto cities, while at the same time limiting their
financial and regulatory capacity.

Policy framework, including Fit for 55, emission reduction mechanisms, and the role of
the TEN-T network remains uneven across Member States. Challenges such as
misallocation of investments, over-subsidisation of certain technologies (e.g. charging
infrastructure), and insufficient implementation of energy regulations were highlighted. It
was also noted that transport emissions remain a major issue, while the prevailing
mindset in many countries still prioritises road expansion over sustainable mobility
solutions.

The absence of coordinated approaches across regions and functional urban areas
further limits the effectiveness of sustainable mobility measures.


https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197770/MARTIN_HOJSIK/home
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124701/LUDEK_NIEDERMAYER/home

The discussion also highlighted inconsistencies in policy priorities and funding.
Examples included continued subsidies for air transport alongside underinvestment in
rail, as well as insufficient support for active mobility, despite its potential to reduce
transport poverty. Smaller cities face additional constraints due to limited financial
autonomy and lack of access to major infrastructure networks such as TEN-T, which
further restricts their development opportunities.

Finally, achieving sustainable mobility requires a shift towards integrated, systemic
solutions. This includes better coordination between governance levels, stronger
investment in public and active transport, and improved communication with citizens.
Behavioural change, fair access to mobility, and more strategic allocation of
resources were identified as key elements for moving forward, alongside the need to
strengthen the role of cities in shaping and implementing EU policies.

European Economic
and Social Committee

e Pedro Homem de Guveia, POLIS Network

The focus of the introductory speech was on integrating sustainable urban mobility with
spatial planning in the context of climate challenges.

Systemic perspective

He highlighted the complexity of today’s globalized environment, where sectoral
approaches are often necessary, but insufficient if not connected within a broader
systemic perspective. One of the main challenges for cities is to better understand the
wider implications of mobility decisions and to recognize opportunities that are often


https://www.polisnetwork.eu/staff/pedro-homem-de-gouveia/

overlooked. Too frequently, issues are addressed from a single perspective (e.g. focusing
on road safety without linking it to broader sustainable mobility goals).

Social dimension of mobility

Transport poverty does not affect only vulnerable groups, but society as a whole. While
car ownership is often perceived as a right, the real question is whether people are
provided with meaningful alternatives. Cities therefore need to expand their “mobility
menu” and offer diverse, accessible options that meet different needs.

Innovative carpooling system example

As an example of innovative practice, he presented a carpooling system from the ile-
de-France region, where the service is supported by public authorities and integrated
within the wider transport system. In this model, passengers pay a small fee, while the
remaining costis covered by the public sector, ensuring both affordability and reliability.
Such systems demonstrate how new mobility services can be structured and scaled
when supported by appropriate governance and funding mechanisms.

A key message was that transforming mobility systems requires not only technical
solutions, but also changes in behaviour. The uptake of new mobility options is a social
process that takes time and should be approached strategically. Instead of trying to
convince everyone at once, cities should focus on “early adopters”, particularly those
who would benefit most from new solutions. Building visibility and awareness among
these groups can help trigger broader societal change. It is necessary to reshape the
transport market and create conditions in which innovative mobility services can grow
and compete with traditional car-based systems.




e Octavia Stepan and Yannick Bousse, CINEA
o Turning policy into tangible outcomes: Horizon Europe urban mobility and
Cities Mission projects at CINEA

Key funding instruments

Octavia Stepan and Yannick Bousse provided an overview of how EU funding programmes
support the transition towards sustainable urban mobility and climate-neutral cities.
They highlighted that Horizon Europe is enabling research, innovation and large-scale
demonstration projects in real urban environments. In addition, they presented other key
instruments such as the Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) for transport and energy, the
LIFE programme, and the Public Sector Loan Facility, which plays an important role in
ensuring that the transition is fair and inclusive.

Competitivness and resilience

A central message was that while many solutions already exist, a significant gap remains
between research and their wider adoption in practice. Bridging this gap requires stronger
cooperation between cities, industry and research institutions, as well as more effective
scaling of successful pilot projects. In this context, competitiveness and resilience were
identified as two key priorities shaping future EU funding and policy directions. Resilience
was described not only in terms of responding to disruptive events, but also as the ability
of cities to maintain reliable, economically viable transport systems, including energy,
mobility and digital resilience.

Examples and new funding opportunities

Yannick Bousse further introduced the thematic focus of ongoing and upcoming projects
supported by CINEA. Examples included initiatives addressing the reallocation of public
space, such as the Reallocate project in Zagreb, as well as projects focused on
digitalisation of urban logistics, like the UNCHAIN project in Prague, which explores
dynamic curbside management and more efficient freight systems.

Cities were encouraged to actively engage in these programmes, both as project partners
and as beneficiaries of knowledge exchange. Upcoming opportunities were highlighted,
including future calls under Horizon Europe, the CIVITAS Political Event Forum in
Thessaloniki, and the Info Day planned for November 2026, which will provide further
guidance on participation in new funding calls.

Mission Cities

The Cities Mission was presented as a key framework supporting both leading “Mission
Cities” and smaller cities on their pathway towards climate neutrality by 2050, reinforcing
the role of cities as drivers of innovation and systemic change.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/octavia-anamaria-stepan-99a4691b/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/yannickbousse/
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2_CINEA-Octavia-Stepan-and-Yannick-Bousse.pdf
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2_CINEA-Octavia-Stepan-and-Yannick-Bousse.pdf

e Matej Zganec, DG Move,

o EU policy framework for sustainable urban mobility

Matej Zganec presented the evolving EU framework for sustainable urban mobility, with
SUMPs as a central tool, further strengthened through the upcoming third generation of
guidelines and the EU Urban Mobility Observatory. He highlighted the growing role of
urban nodes within the TEN-T framework, particularly in addressing sustainable
commuting patterns.

Several supporting initiatives were presented, including CIVITAS, EU Missions, the CCAM
Partnership and the EU Drone Strategy 2.0, as well as the development of Urban Vehicle
Access Regulations (UVARs) aimed at creating more seamless systems for users.

Key challenges remain related to implementation, data availability, especially in regions
such as the Western Balkans, and the need for better alignment between planning
instruments such as SUMPs and SECAPs.

Additionally, Matej highlighted emerging topics such as the integration of tourism and
mobility, the expansion of low- and zero-emission zones, and the need to simplify user
experience across borders.

e Lucy Tober, European Committee of Regions:
o View of the CoR on EU transport and mobility policies

Lucy Tober emphasized the need for stronger multi-level governance and genuine
partnerships between EU, national and local levels. She highlighted key policy
developments, including the draft opinion on the National and Regional Partnership
Plan (NRPP) Regulation and the Agenda for Cities. A central message was the need for
stronger multilevel governance and genuine partnership between EU, national and local
levels, particularly in the context of the upcoming Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF)
2028-2034.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/matej-%C5%BEganec-197902217/?originalSubdomain=be
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/3_DGMove-Matej-Zganec.pdf
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/4_CoR-Lucy-Tober.pdf

Particular attention was given to transport poverty, identified as an increasingly important
issue influencing demographic trends, especially in less connected and rural areas. The
importance of a sustainable and connected transport system was stressed, alongside
the need for place-based approaches that reflect territorial specificities.

She highlighted that cohesion policy remains a key instrument for enabling place-based
investments in sustainable mobility, but warned that insufficient territorial consideration
and overly centralise. It was also underlined that local stakeholders must be actively
involved in the planning and consultation processes, particularly in shaping National
and Regional Partnership Plans, as well as in broader discussions on rural development
and mobility.

e Lidija Pavié-Rogosi¢ and Mateusz Szymanski, EESC
o Sustainable Urban Mobility Planning in the EU

The EESC presentation focused on the broader societal role of mobility and the need to
build sustainable, inclusive and resilient urban mobility systems. A key message was that
mobility should be understood not only as a technical or efficiency issue, but as a
fundamental social right that enables access to jobs, services and opportunities .

SUMPs were highlighted as the strategic backbone of this transition, providing cities with
a framework to integrate environmental, social and economic objectives. The importance
of linking mobility and land use planning was particularly emphasised, as poorly
planned development can lock cities into long-term car dependency. Ensuring fairness
requires multimodal, affordable solutions and better integration of public transport,
active mobility and shared services.

A strong emphasis was placed on participation and behavioural change, recognising
that infrastructure alone is not sufficient. Finally, the upcoming post-2027 EU budget
was identified as a critical opportunity, with SUMPs positioned as key investment
pipelines that can attract both public and private funding.

e Marko Stancec, POLIS
o Connecting the TEN-T Dots: Urban Nodes, SUMPs and UMls in Practice

Marko Stanc¢ec focused on the practical implications of the revised TEN-T Regulation
for cities, particularly through the concept of urban nodes.

Urban nodes were presented as critical connectors within the European transport
system, linking local mobility with national and trans-European networks which by 2027
all urban nodes will be required to have a Sustainable Urban Mobility Plan (SUMP) and to
collect and report urban mobility data. This requires cities to adopt a more strategic and
integrated approach, including the development of multimodal passenger hubs by 2030
and freight terminals by 2040.


https://memberspage.eesc.europa.eu/members/2030492
https://op.europa.eu/en/web/who-is-who/person/-/person/EESC_2038859
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/5_EESC-Planning-sustainable-urban-mobility-in-the-EU-Lidija-Pavic-Rogosic-i-Mateusz-Szymanski.pdf
https://www.polisnetwork.eu/staff/marko-stancec/
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/6_TEN-T-Marko-Stancec.pdf

A key element of this framework is the introduction of Urban Mobility Indicators (UMIs),
which will support monitoring of SUMP implementation and progress towards EU
objectives.

Day 3, 16" April 2026, Thursday

How Ghent Changed the Way People Move: What Cities Can Learn from Ghent’s
Mobility Transformation

e Merijn Gouweloose, Team pedestrians & collective transportation, Department
of Mobility, City of Ghent

The third day of the study visit was dedicated to Ghent, one of the most recognised
European examples of successful urban mobility transformation.

Ghent’s transformation is based on a long-term, integrated approach combining
strategic planning, strong institutional capacity, and decisive implementation. Mobility
policies are closely linked with spatial planning and urban development, with a clear
focus on improving accessibility, liveability, and achieving modal shift.

A key turning point was the introduction of the circulation plan in 2017, which
significantly reduced car traffic in the city centre by limiting through-traffic and redirecting
vehicles to the ring road. This measure was implemented rapidly (Sunday night) and
accompanied by clear communication and strong political support. Today, cycling
accounts for approximately 38 % of trips, demonstrating a substantial shift in mobility
patterns.

The city has developed a comprehensive mobility framework over time, including an
inner-city mobility plan (since 1997), an integrated cycling network (2018), and more
recent measures addressing transport poverty (2022). Access to the city centre is
regulated through a permit system supported by number plate recognition, particularly
for deliveries and specific user groups.

Cycling plays a central role in Ghent’s mobility system. The city has introduced bicycle
streets, expanded cycling infrastructure, and implemented innovative solutions such as
flex parking (bike parking during the day and car parking at night), neighbourhood-based
parking approaches, and dedicated facilities for children. In parallel, the “Cycling
Embassy” supports promotion, education, and communication to encourage behavioural
change.


https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Gent-Merijn-Gouweloose.pdf
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Gent-Merijn-Gouweloose.pdf

Public space has been significantly transformed through the expansion of pedestrian
zones and the introduction of a pedestrian plan. These changes were enabled by
reducing car access and reallocating space to more sustainable modes.

Parking policy is used as a key management tool. Paid parking zones have been expanded,
and revenues are reinvested into the mobility system, including park-and-ride solutions.
The city combines technological solutions, such as vehicle scanning, with strategic
spatial planning approaches, including cluster parking and off-street compensation.

Public transport is well integrated into the overall system, although largely managed at
the regional level. Measures such as subsidised or free transport for young people
contribute to accessibility and inclusiveness.

Ghentalso places strong emphasis on social and participatory aspects. Measures such
as bike taxis and targeted policies address transport poverty, while participatory
processes actively involve citizens, including children through initiatives such as school
streets.

Who am 1?
Merijn Gouweloose
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Day 4, 17" April 2026, Friday, WORLD PUBLIC TRANSPORT DAY

e Mélanie Bourgeois, Energy Cities

o Bigtrends in EU climate and energy policies + impact on future EU financing

The presentation outlined the major trends shaping EU climate and energy policies, with
a strong emphasis on the transition towards climate neutrality, energy security, and
resilience. It highlighted the increasing importance of cities in delivering the green
transition, as well as the need for integrated approaches linking energy, mobility, and
spatial planning. Particular attention was given to the future EU funding landscape post-
2027, stressing that cities will need to better align projects with EU priorities, combine
funding sources, and actively engage in shaping the next Multiannual Financial
Framework.

e |vona Malbasic¢ i Andrea Accorigi, Ecorys

o European Climate Pact, Circular Cities and Regions Initiative

The speakers introduced the European Climate Pact as a participatory initiative aimed at

engaging citizens and stakeholders in climate action, fostering behavioural change and
local ownership. They also presented the Circular Cities and Regions Initiative (CCRI),
which supports cities and regions in advancing circular economy solutions through a

combination of technical assistance, funding guidance, and knowledge exchange. The
initiative promotes a systemic approach, helping cities move from pilot actions to
scalable, investment-ready projects and connect circularity with broader sustainability
goals.

e Davide Sabbadin, European Environmental Bureau
o Decarbonising homes in times of crisis: the European framework and the
opportunities

The presentation focused on the decarbonisation of heating and cooling as a critical yet
often overlooked component of the energy transition. It highlighted the need to reduce
energy consumption, accelerate electrification, and shift away from fossil fuels in
buildings to achieve both climate goals and energy independence. Key EU policy
frameworks such as ETS2, the Social Climate Fund, and the Energy Performance of
Buildings Directive (EPBD) were discussed, with emphasis on their social implications
and the importance of directing investments towards vulnerable households. The


https://worldpublictransportday.com/
https://energy-cities.eu/staff/m-bourgeois/
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/1_Energy-Cities-Melanie-Bourgeois.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/in/ivona-malbasic-00348a1/
https://climate-pact.europa.eu/index_en
https://circular-cities-and-regions.ec.europa.eu/
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/2_-European-Climate-Pact-Ivona-Malbasic.pdf
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/3_CCRI-Andrea-ACCORIGI-Ecorys.pdf
https://eeb.org/en/eeb-staff/davide-sabbadin/
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/4_EEB-Davide-Sabbadin.pdf
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/4_EEB-Davide-Sabbadin.pdf

speaker also stressed the need for stronger financial instruments and better policy
alignment to support large-scale building renovation.

e Lottie Stainer, UITP - International Association of Public Transport
o Therole of public transport in reaching climate neutrality: Avoid, Shift,

Improve

The role of public transport in achieving climate neutrality was presented through the
Avoid-Shift-Improve framework, highlighting the need to reduce unnecessary travel,
shift towards sustainable modes, and improve system efficiency. Public transport was
positioned as a backbone of sustainable urban mobility, contributing not only to
emissions reduction but also to accessibility, inclusion, and urban quality of life. The
presentation also emphasised the importance of policy support, investment,
digitalisation, and integration with other modes to strengthen the role of public transport
in future mobility systems.

e Philip Amaral, European Cyclists' Federation
o EU-levelinitiatives and policies for cycling

The presentation focused on strengthening cycling as a key pillar of sustainable and
climate-neutral mobility. It highlighted current EU policy developments, including the
Social Climate Fund and upcoming EU budget (MFF 2028-2034), as important
opportunities to increase investment in cycling infrastructure and programmes.
Cycling was presented not only as a low-carbon transport mode, but also as a tool to
address transport poverty, improve public health, and enhance urban liveability. The need
for stronger political commitment, better integration into transport systems, and scaling
up investments across Europe was clearly emphasised.

e Vanessa Holve, ICLEI - Local Governments for Sustainability
o Scaling Sustainable Mobility and Climate-Neutral Practices: Insights from
ICLEI Europe

The presentation showcased ICLEI’s role in supporting cities in their transition towards
sustainable and climate-neutral mobility through capacity building, knowledge exchange,
and policy advocacy. It emphasised the importance of integrated approaches that
connect mobility with climate, resilience, circular economy, and social equity goals.
ICLEI’s work focuses on empowering cities to implement practical solutions, engage in
peer learning, and influence EU policy and funding frameworks, while fostering
partnerships across different levels of governance and sectors.


https://www.linkedin.com/in/lottiestainer/
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/5_UITP-Lottie-Stainer.pdf
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/5_UITP-Lottie-Stainer.pdf
https://www.ecf.com/en/about-us/board-staff/
https://iclei-europe.org/staff/
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/7_ICLEI-Vanessa-Holve.pdf
https://www.odraz.hr/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/7_ICLEI-Vanessa-Holve.pdf

Transition to sustainable urban mobility is not limited by lack of solutions, but by
challenges in governance, implementation and societal acceptance.

Integrated approach is essential, linking mobility with spatial planning, housing,
energy and social policies.

Stronger multi-level governance and coordination between local, regional,
national and EU levels are key for effective implementation.

SUMPs remain central tools, but their impact depends on implementation,
capacity and alignment with functional urban areas.

The main challenge is moving from planning to action, including strengthening
institutional capacities and using data more effectively.

The transition is fundamentally a social process - behavioural change,
accessibility and affordability must be addressed.

Cities need to provide a diverse “mobility menu”, offering real alternatives rather
than relying only on restrictive measures.

Reallocation of public space and systemic approaches are more effective than
infrastructure-only solutions.

Examples such as Ghent show that rapid and impactful change is possible with
strong political commitment and integrated planning.

Better use of EU funding and alignment with EU priorities is needed to scale
solutions and ensure long-term impact.



